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He who gave us the Law has Himself fulfilled His Law for us

Lent is upon us again. Somehow it always seems to take me by surprise, although I have
known all  along that it  was coming,  and when.  With the added work load,  the extra
worship services to prepare for, Lenten is nevertheless a welcome surprise, if nothing
else then for the sake of the worship services themselves.

For  many  years,  our  Midweek  Lenten  Services  at  Grace  have  combined  two  old
Lutheran  Lenten  traditions:  reading  from the  Passion  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  and
preaching on the Catechism, that is: on the most basic teachings of the faith. Last year
we  began  a  series  on  the  Ten  Commandments.  With  only  six  Wednesdays  available,
though, and one of those set aside to observe the celebration of the Son of God having
become Man (which is not December 25, let alone all of December, since at His birth the
Son of God had been a human being already for three quarters of a year), we only made
it  roughly  halfway  through the  Ten Commandments,  which  is  not  a  problem;  we are
finishing up the series this year.

An interesting thing I have observed, and cannot quite explain, is that whenever we
meditate upon a given Commandment, it somehow ends up corresponding to our reading
of  the  Passion  for  the  same  evening,  in  which  it  is  described  how  that  particular
Commandment  was  broken  by  those  around  our  Lord  Jesus,  whereas  He  Himself  is
specifically portrayed as having honoured and obeyed it. 

This provides for a powerful presentation of what it is that our Lord Jesus has done
for us: that He Himself has fulfilled His own Law for us, in our stead and on our behalf,
to make us right with Himself and righteous before His judgement. He has both Himself
lived for us the life we owe it to God to live, in full and complete love and obedience and
observance of His will, and suffered to pay for us the price and penalty for our failure
to live that life ourselves. 

The Law of God is now fulfilled. When we see this, it changes completely how we
relate to the Law as it is presented to us in the Ten Commandments, and otherwise
taught  throughout  Holy  Scripture:  all  the  demands  of  the  Law  have  already  been
fulfilled, and our failings dealt with and done away with. God is that good. But for that
we owe to Him only all the more to live and serve Him in accordance with His will, and we
are free to do so without having to be frantically fearful of failing in this regard. For
the Son of God has not failed in His love, neither for the Father, nor for us. And so we
are free to serve Him without fear, in holiness and righteousness, all our days. 
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