
Devotional Article for the Greybull Standard and The Basin Republican Rustler

All things work together for good – even all the bad things

A foot of snow, or so, so suddenly, on a Saturday. Snow coming down all day. Not exactly
what I needed, I thought. I am over it by now, though; usually we forget even the most
irritating things after a while, do we not?

I had been down sick for a while. As I was getting better, I was looking forward to
get outside a bit again, and get some outside air. Then came the snow, and kept coming,
and kept me from going outside any more than I absolutely had to.

I took some comfort in thinking that all this snow would be good for the fields. Then
a farmer told me that his fields outside of town had hardly seen any snow at all. So much
for that comfort.

“All things work together for good” writes the holy Apostle Paul. Well, sometimes we
do not see it.

Sometimes we do, or at least we think that we do; something that could have gone
horribly wrong did not. “God is good.”, we might say at those times, which is indeed true;
He is that. Whether He is or not, though, it not something we should seek to determine
by whether or not we miraculously make our connecting flight, or get the last gallon of
milk at the grocery store.

 “All  things work together for good to those who love God,” as what the Apostle
actually writes, “to those who are the called according to His purpose.”

“God shows His love for us in this: that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us”,
the Apostle also writes, and in the same Letter. And “He who did not spare His own Son,
but gave Him up for us all, how will He not also with Him graciously give us all things?” 

God has a greater gifts to give than small favours to make life a little easier, and we
need so much more: we sinners need rescue from His wrath and judgement. And God has
provided that for us, at the most terrible cost to Himself, in that the Son of God,
Himself God from eternity, took it upon Himself to suffer His own judgement against
the sin of all sinners, in our stead and on our behalf. This is how good God is; and this is
how God is good.

And He who did not spare His own Son, but gave Him over to the fullness of suffering
to secure our salvation, He will not spare us, either, from whatever it takes in our own
lives to secure our salvation. He will allow all the grief to fall upon us that is needed for
us not to forget our need for His mercy – just as He will give us all the joys that we can
handle. He knows what is good for us; and He will work what is good for us, ultimately. 
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