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All said in His Sufferings
or

All we Really Know About God we See in His Sufferings
For our Midweek Lenten services at Grace we are mediating, as always, on the
Passion  of Christ,  and doing so  this  year in  light of the Apostles'  Creed and
observing how the teachings of Holy Scripture are summarised there, about the
reality into which we are baptised.

And once again I have been struck by how we can find all of God's revelation of
Himself  reflected  in  His  testimony  about  the  sufferings  of  His  Son  for  our
salvation;  and  contrariwise:  how  the  revelation  of  God  revolves  around  His
sufferings and death.

And once again I am reminded that this really should come as no surprise, since
the heart of the Christian faith, as taught in Holy Scripture, is His love for us
rather than our love for Him. “This is the love” writes the holy Apostle John, “not
that we have loved God, but rather that He loved us and gave His Son to be an
atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

What  Holy  Scripture  teaches  about  God  the  Father  is  not  so  much  a
description as to how the world came into being as it is the Father of our Lord
Jesus presenting Himself to us, the Giver of all things good, who even gave His
beloved Son for us, and to us, for our salvation, to give us all things good with
Him. This is who God is. This is His love. This is how good He is. And everything
else we know about God must be understood in light of this His goodness, or we
will not understand it at all.

And everything that God reveals about our Lord Jesus in Holy Scripture must
be seen in the light of what He has done for us. It is because of what He has
suffered for us that “God has highly exalted Him and given Him the name above
all names”, writes the holy Apostle Paul. And “therefore I will divide Him a portion
with the many,” God spoke in advance by His Prophet Isaiah, “and He shall divide
the  spoil  with  the  strong,  because He poured out  His  soul  to  death and was
counted with transgressors.”

It  is  because  He  has  suffered  for  our  salvation,  to  bear  our  evil  and
ungodliness for us, and the judgement of His own goodness against it, that God
the  Father  has  given  the  Son  the  greatest  glory  of  all.  For  nothing  is  more
precious to God than our salvation. This is how precious we sinners are to Him,
sinners as we are. This is His love for us. This is how good He is. And nothing is
greater, or more important, than His goodness. 
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